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The Janesville Bridge

“To be a bridge of caring relationships that connects people to God and each other.” 
424 Sycamore Street, PO Box 358, Janesville, Iowa 50647 

janesvilleumc@gmail.com  319-987-2596 
facebook.com/Janesville.UMC 

Pastor Mike Carey 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30-12:30 

Sunday Worship: 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Fellowship: 10:00 AM 

Worship: 10:30 AM 

Mike’s Musings 
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To Galilee - Mark 16: 2-7 

According to Mark’s version of the Resurrection Story, as the women went to visit 
the tomb of Jesus on that first Easter, they found that Jesus was not there, but 
they found a young man dressed in a white robe who said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed, you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified.  He has been 
raised; …he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 
told you.” 

Why Galilee?  It’s kind of an out-of-the-way place, the back country.  A common 
joke in Palestine was, “Can anything good come out of Galilee?”  The people 
were considered to be hot heads, trouble makers, and hay seeds.  Why did Jesus 
spend so much of his ministry there, and why return there after the Resurrection?  
If you want something done, shouldn’t you go directly to the seat of power?  
Jerusalem, at least, or Rome.  On the first day of the Resurrection, go directly to 
Pilate, “Hey Pilate, you just made one big mistake.  Now, it’s payback time.” 

Why Galilee?  No one special lived in Galilee.  No one except his followers.  Us. 

Jesus came back to appear before the same rag tag group of failures who so 
disappointed him, misunderstood him, forsook him, and fled into darkness.  He 
returns to his betrayers.  He returns to us.  
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It would have been news enough that Jesus died, but the Good News is, he died 
for us.  His response to our sin was not to punish us or judge us, he came back to 
us, filling our world not with the wrath we deserved, but with love, grace, and 
forgiveness. 

It would have been news enough that Jesus rose from the dead, but the Good 
News is, he rose for us. 

On Easter, we are encouraged by a Christ who was unwilling to let the story of us 
and God end in death.  Easter is the story about how God keeps -in spite of us - 
seeking us.  We thought, with all the blood and betrayal of Good Friday, that this 
was the end.  We thought it was all over between us and God.  We had gone too 
far, we crucified him.  Yet, he came back to us. 

Christians are people who simply know what something the rest of the world has 
yet to know - The Risen Christ has come back to us.  We are here because Jesus 
sought us, met us, caught us, and commandeered us for God’s purposes.  We 
realize that we are not alone. 

Implications?  When we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we 
realize  that we are not alone.  When we come to a dead end or the end of the 
abyss, we find he is already there waiting for us. 

Christ is raised!  This is our Great Hope and Great Commission.   Go!  Tell!  The 
Risen Christ came back to Janesville 
and Hudson.  Uh, I mean Galilee.  
He’s come back for you! 

 Yours in the joy of Easter, 

  Pastor Mike 
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The	Way	Forward	Commission	Presenta4on	

Bishop	Laurie	Haller	will	make	a	presenta4on	at	Cedar	
Falls	First	UMC	on	April	22	from	2-5	pm.	regarding	the	
progress	 of	 the	 Way	 Forward	 Commission	 and	 the	
Special	General	Conference	that	will	be	held	in	February	
2019	 in	 St.	 Louis	 to	 act	 on	 the	 findings	 of	 the	
Commission.	

What	 is	 this?	 -	 For	 almost	 50	 years,	 the	 United	
Methodist	Church	has	been	deba4ng	human	 sexuality.		
Specifically,	the	place	and	role	of	the	gay	community	in	
the	UMC.		The	debate	at	the	last	General	Conference	in	
2016	was	unable	 to	 come	 to	any	agreement,	but	 they	
did	establish	a	Commission	on	the	Way	Forward.		This	is	
a	 Commission	 chosen	 by	 the	 Council	 of	 Bishops	 to	
research	 the	 issue,	 examine	 it,	 and	 come	 up	 with	
recommenda4ons	 as	 to	 how	 to	 proceed	 as	 a	
denomina4on	on	this	issue,	once	and	for	all.	

T h e	 C omm i s s i o n	 h a s	 me t	 a nd	 h a s	 made	
recommenda4ons	 to	 the	 Council	 of	 Bishops,	 who	 are	
now	 presen4ng	 those	 recommenda4ons	 across	 their	
Annual	Conferences	to	receive	feedback.	 	ARer	making	
these	 presenta4ons,	 the	 Bishops	 will	 meet	 again,	 the	
end	 of	 May,	 to	 refine	 their	 recommenda4ons	 to	 be	
made	at	the	Special	General	Conference	in	February.	

This	is	a	big	issue	in	our	denomina4on.	 	If	you	want	to	
hear	 a	 first-person	 presenta4on	 as	 to	 what	 is	
happening,	 the	 Bishop’s	 presenta4on	 is	 an	 excellent	
opportunity	 to	 hear	 from	 someone	who	 has	 been	 “in	
the	 room”	 the	 whole	 4me.	 	 This	 presenta4on	 is	 for	
everyone,	 clergy	 and	 laity.	 	 People	 will	 be	 aWending	
from	all	over	the	District.		I	encourage	you	all	to	aWend.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor	Mike

April Scripture & Sermons 

If you would like to read the 
scripture for each Sunday, in 
advance, as part of your own 
personal devotions, here is the 
upcoming list for April: 

April 1 

 John 20: 1-18 

 Easter is a Love Story 

April 8 

 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 

 Late for Easter 

April 15 

 Revelation 21: 1-4 

 Forever Easter 

April 22 

 Luke 10: 25-27 

 Difference Maker 

April 29 

 Matthew 18: 21-22 

 Arthritis of the Spirit 
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April 1 - E A S T E R 
 9:00am Easter Breakfast served by 
  the Sunday School kids 
 10:30am Worship with Communion 
April 3 
 9:00am Shepherds 
 7:00pm Finance 
April 5 
 1:00pm UMW 
April 8 
 9:00am Adult Sunday School 
 9:15am Kids Sunday School 
 10:30am Worship with New Members 
 11:30am SPPRC meets after worship 
April 10 
 7:00pm Trustees 
April 14 
 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
April 15 
 9:00am Adult Sunday School  
 9:15am Kids Sunday School 
 10:30am Worship 
 11:30am Ad. Council meets after worship 
April 21 
 UMW Day Apart at Heritage UMC 
 April 22 
 9:15am Fellowship with the Bishop 
  in back of Sanctuary 
 10:30am Worship with the BISHOP!! 
 2:00pm - 5:00 pm The Way Forward 
  Commission presentation at 
  Cedar Falls First UMC 
April 26 
 Pastor out of town for continuing education  
 1:00pm Z-Team 

Study & Support Group 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

April 3, 10, 17, 24 

Pastor Mike at Hudson 
Wednesdays 

April 4, 11, 18, 25 

Bible Study 
Thursdays at 9:00 am 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 

Choir Practice  
Thursdays at 4:30 pm 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 

April 28 
 RUMMAGE / BAKE SALE 
April 29 
 9:00am Adult Sunday School  
 9:15am Kids Sunday School 
 10:30am Worship with Baptisms 
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The Bishop is Coming!!!! 
Sunday - April 22, 2018

The Sunday School Kids will be singing!

It is not every day that the Bishop decides she wants to pay a visit.  This is a BIG 
OCCASION in the life of our church!  Our Bishop is a gifted preacher, administrator, 
and musician.  I am excited about her meeting you all, so I want us to put our best 
foot forward.  I encourage you to do all you can to be in worship that day and to 
pass the word on to everyone in our membership.  I have extended an invitation to 
other churches to join us.  Hudson will be with us that day, and I am hoping for 
representatives from other area churches.  We will have a light, informal breakfast 
(pastries, juice, and coffee) in the coffee fellowship area of the Sanctuary at 9:15 for 
all who wish to join us.  I am hoping the Bishop will be able to join us, to get 
acquainted, and hear our story regarding our renovation.  She is coming because 
she has heard so much about you all and what you have accomplished over the last 
two years.  Of all the churches in the Northeast District, she has chosen to preach 
here on Sunday morning.  That’s big!  I hope ALL OF YOU will be here that day - it’s 
gonna be BIG!!!
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SOWING SUNDAY 2018 
Sponsored by the Zacchaeus Team 

Food for thought: If someone gave you a $20 bill and suggested you invest it 
toward God’s glory, what would you do with it? 

Matthew 25:14-30 tells the parable of the talents about a master who entrusts 
three of his servants with talents (at that time one talent represented more than 15 
years’ wages of a laborer). Each servant handled the challenge in a different way. 
One invested his talent and doubled his talent, another invested his talent and 
received five times back and the third servant buried his in the ground as he was 
afraid of losing  it. That parable teaches us to use our talents and invest what God 
has given us for greater rewards. 

Following God’s example, the Zacchaeus Team will be sponsoring the fourth 
annual “Sowing and Harvest” project for members of our congregation. 

Past years have been greatly successful. 
In 2015 we sowed $500 and harvested $1,396.00 – a 279% increase. 
In 2016 we sowed $600 and harvested $2,421.50 – a 404% increase. 
In 2017 we offered $600 but only had $400 accepted. That didn’t stop us; 
that $400 harvested $3,456.01 – an increase of 864% 

2 Corinthians 9:6 reads: “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”  Therefore, the 
Z–Team is offering $600 in $20 bills again this year.   

Our first “Sowing Sunday” will be on April 22, and we will follow up on the next 
Sunday(s) until we have sowed all of our $20 bills.  November 18, 2018 will be our 
“Harvest Sunday” when the harvest will be gathered and contributed to the 
church’s general budget. 

continued on next page 

April 22, 2018
Sowing Sunday

What a great way to impress the 
Bishop!  She will get to see our 

congregation “in action”!

Matthew 25: 
14-30

The Parable of 
the Talents
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SOWING SUNDAY 2018      continued from previous page 

What can I do with my $20 bill?   
There is no right or wrong answer. What you do with the money, how much you 
“harvest”, and what you choose to share with the church is strictly between you and 
God. Persons of all ages may accept this challenge. Last year we had a member of 
the Sunday School invest her $20 bill and harvest more than $100!  Projects may be 
done on an individual basis or feel free to join forces with multiple people or groups 
and invest your talents jointly. 

Romans 12:6 tell us “We all have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”  
To help get the creative juices flowing, we’re offering the following suggestions, but 
ideas are limited only by our own imaginations. 

1. Purchase ingredients and make baked goods to sell at a bake sale, during a 
garage sale or take orders and bake them upon request for a stated price. 

2. Purchase yarn and knit or crochet items to be sold at a craft sale or, again, 
take orders. 

3. Purchase a sheet of plywood and some paint. Make cut out figures to sell for 
yard ornaments or whatever. 

4. Purchase bottled water and sodas, put them in a coaster wagon and sell them 
on the street on city wide garage days or during Janesville Days. 

5. Purchase seed packets, plant the seeds in the house and sell bedding plants 
in the spring. 

6. Plant a “Talent Garden” and sell the produce. 

7. Use the funds to organize an activity with an entry fee and prizes. Join forces 
with one or more people to organize such an event. 

8. Purchase a rake and offer to rake yards for a donation. 

The ideas are endless!!   

You are invited to take a $20 bill and use your talents toward God’s glory! 
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De-Stuff your closets, and donate the items to our Church Rummage Sale, which 
will be held on April 28th from 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

This is the same day as the Janesville citywide Garage Sales. 

Adult clothing items WILL NOT be accepted  

We are also asking for donations of baked goods. 

The sale will be held in the lower level in Fellowship Hall. 

Please bring all items to Fellowship Hall in the lower level (do not leave them in 
Court Chapel or upstairs) beginning Monday, April 23 (do not bring anything prior 

to that date), and place articles on the tables in Fellowship Hall.  
If you would like a specific price put on an item, it must be marked when you bring 

it in.  Otherwise, all items will be sold as “good will offering”. 

Everything must be at the church by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 27. 

All proceeds will go to the General Fund of the Church. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP in organizing the sale and on the day of 
the sale. 

If you need help getting your items to the church, can help volunteer, or have any 
other questions, contact the church office at 987-2596 or Esther Folkerds at 

987-2665. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation with this fundraiser to 
enhance God's work in our church and our community! 
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April 1: 
Greeter -  Christena Charley
Liturgist -  Gene Robinson
Ushers -  Tom & Christena Charley, Brad Ruth
Communion Servers:  Gene & Virginia Robinson

April 8: 
Greeters -  Dennis & Laurie Dilley
Liturgist -  Lorraine Hallberg
Ushers -  Dick & Karen Funk

April 15: 
Greeters -  Dave & Nancy Beenblossom
Liturgist -  Rita Ruth
Ushers -  Scott & Kim Knapp

April 22:
Greeters -  Colleen Liming and Barb Cooper
Liturgist -  Virginia Robinson
Ushers -  Gary Shaulis, Dave Beenblossom

April 29:
Greeters -  Dave & Mary Peters
Liturgist -  Margaret Shepard
Ushers -  Fifth Sunday (need volunteers)
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The month of March was designated as Women’s History Month, and fittingly it 
was also the birthday of the United Methodist Women.  On March 23, 1869, eight 
women met in Boston to organize a group for missionary service, because the 
Church was ignoring the needs of women and children.  This group eventually 
evolved from the Women’s Foreign Missionary Service into the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service (WSCS) and into the United Methodist Women. 

Next year, we will celebrate our 150th birthday!  The UMW is the largest women’s 
faith-based organization in the world.  It has more than 800,000 members.  It 
provides life changing opportunities for women, children, and youth and is 
supporting more than 125 MISSION projects around the world. 

At our March meeting, President Cindy Spencer gave devotions about the legacy 
we have inherited since our founding.  More than $10 million supported projects 
by the UMW from 2016 - 2018.  We provided scholarships to more than 73 
students to enroll in college in 18 countries.  The UMW financially support 8 
regional missonaries (per Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary of the UMW).  
There is never enough money to do all that we would like to do, but God has 
blessed the UMW and our work. 

Since our founding, we have had periods of great change.  We were connected 
with the Church’s mission work, but the focus on women, children, and youth, plus 
our independent work, preserved the independence of the UMW.  Our tradition of 
independent funding is a strategic part of this ongoing work. 

We have supported racial justice and anti-lynching movements in the South, which 
resulted in a new kind of relationship with the General Board of Global Ministries, 
and we created regional missionaries to focus on women’s leadership 
development, and a new kind of mission partnership in the Philippines and Africa.
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“Giving” is a mission.  It allows women in their communities to develop programs 
and outreach most effective through bazaars, craft sales, dinners, etc.  We will 
continue to celebrate the good that comes from faith, hope, and love in action. 

At our March meeting, the unit voted to give $50 to the Janesville After Prom 
Committee; $50 to the JUMC Sunday School to help with the Easter Breakfast; and 
last, but not least, $50 to the UMW Legacy Fund. 

District UMW events were announced…March 10, Mission Study at the UMC in 
Gladbrook with Dick Clark leading the subject on Climate Justice; April 21, Day 
Apart at Heritage UMC in Waverly, with Margaret Smolik speaking about Displaced 
Persons/Refugees; and a reminder that we will be hosting the Northeast District 
Annual Meeting in September. 

Plans for the May Breakfast will be made at the next UMW meeting, April 5, at 1:00 
pm. in Court Chapel.  All ladies of the church are welcome.  Esther Circle will host, 
Naomi Circle will have a devotional program, and Esther Folkerds will give the 
“response” moment.  In keeping with the “pseudo” holiday of St. Patrick’s Day, and 
to honor those with Irish DNA, ladies of Naomi Circle served “green” refreshments, 
including their infamous, “Lime Jello, Marshmallow, Cottage Cheese Supreme”.  
What a surprise! 

We learned much about our legacy and inheritance as women.  In the old testament 
of the Bible, daughters could not inherit land.  If there were no sons, land was given 
to brothers to keep it “in the tribe”.  The love of a parent for a daughter is never 
mentioned in the Bible at all.  In fact, the Bible barely mentions women, but they 
were present throughout and we are present today.  That is the legacy of the United 
Methodist Women.
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Please pray for: 
Nursing Home Residents 

All Veterans  
(past, present & future) 

Fire Fighters 

First Responders 

Students and Teachers 

Patti Baldwin 

Scott Turner 

Jolene (Michaloff) Greenlee 

Dennis Osborn & family 

Themis Stratiou & family 

Please remember to call the church office if 
you know of anyone who needs visits from 
the Shepherds and/or the pastor.  

319-987-2596 

Also - please inform the office when it is OK 
to remove anyone from the prayer list.

Prayers for our shut-ins 
visited by our Shepherds: 

Roberta Rockwood 
Virginia Stensland 
Dick Purdy 
Robert & Jean Altenheim 
Richard Wireman 
Bob Rice 
Flo Shephard 
Evelyn Wubbena 
Marlys Cook 
Vivian Rieck 
Milton Dobbs 
John Boeck 
De & Carol Dix



The Bridge	 13

April	Showers	Bring	May	Flowers		 	

Help	us	“shower"	 the	Northeast	 Iowa	Food	Bank	 in	
April	 with	 monetary	 donations	 and	 make	 the	
“flower”	 grow	 on	 our	 recording	 station	 in	 the	
entryway.		There	is	a	matching	grant	again	this	year	
for	 all	money	 donated	 in	April.	 	 Please	make	 your	
check	out	to	the	church	and	put	“Food	Bank”	 in	the	
memo	part.	

Let’s	 take	 advantage	 of	 the	 matching	 funds	 and	
“stretch"	our	dollars	to	help	our	neighbors.	

Thank	you,	
Missions
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April Anniversaries 

Bradley & Kayla Johnson  4/4 
Bob & Velma Rice     4/7 
Matt & Amy Shook     4/11 
Del & Margaret Shepard    4/19 
Joe & Kathy Kessel     4/22 
Thomas & Christena Charley    4/24 
Charles & Cheryl Immerzeel    4/27 

April Birthdays 

Bradley Woeste  4/1 
Sarah Brown  4/4 
Andrew Eibey  4/4 
Earl (Hap) Spencer 4/6 
Jim Hamlyn  4/6 
Joni Clemens  4/10 
Carter Herbst  4/10 
Seth Reid   4/11 
Weylon Heiser  4/11 
Pastor Mary  4/11 
Bob Rice   4/12 
Mindy Yochum  4/13 
Cadence Coffman 4/19 
Daniel VerSteeg  4/19 
Michael Baldwin  4/20 
Mackenzie Carlisle 4/21 
Emma Baker  4/21 
Marileigh Fisher  4/21 
Natalie Brace  4/22 
Albert McFadden  4/22 
Grace Cornish  4/23 
Zach Dobbs  4/26 
Isabel Barnes  4/26 
Patricia Yochum  4/27 
Sydnie Johnson  4/28 
Morgan Charley  4/29 
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A New Outreach Ministry in the making!!!

Lay Leader, Mary Burkes, along with the Shepherds and the Z-Team, would like 
to  remind everyone that  our  mission is  to  spread the  love  of  Christ  to  all 
people.  

Right now, all we are asking is for you to “be intentional” - keep your eyes open 
for someone who may need a little extra attention.  Some examples could be 
people  who  are  new  to  the  community,  shut-ins  who  need  a  visit,  sick  or 
hospitalized individuals, or people who have lost a loved one - just to name a 
few.

In the future, we are planning to form outreach teams to further serve within the 
church  and  throughout  the  community.   There  would  be  no  meetings  or 
commitments other than just “being intentional” and letting someone know so 
we can offer an act of kindness to someone in need.  

If  you are interested or have any other ideas or suggestions -  please contact 
Mary at 319-987-2064.


